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Despite this invitation having landed up at a short notice, my love for mathematics made resistance with the usual
occupied state in the office and ... finally I accepted to be the Chief Guest for the inaugural of this international
online conference.

I had almost forgotten about this event organised more than a week ago, till I observed this clipping from the
newspaper 'Hindustan' shared at whatsapp yesterday. This prompted me to share a story with you that always
generate nostalgia on the subject.

During 1987-88, as I was being transformed by the esteemed Indian Air Force from a raw M. Sc. in Mathematics
from Delhi University to an Aviation Meteorologist, I started realising the huge application of the subject in our
daily life, that too for an escapable field of weather forecasting. And as I evolved further as an applied science
man, the love for the subject kept growing for sure. Contrary to the poor myth that academics hardly play a role in
your career involving real action, that too in a military set up got simply washed away soon.

As we have learnt that its a unique subject that deals with 'Chaos' and makes our life orderly. Its hardly a secret that
certain known qualities of mathematics - reasoning, creativity, abstract & critical thinking, problem solving and
many more life skills (especially communication) have really supported us to excel in life.

We all know that Mathematics is the backbone of all the emerging fields in research, be it Artificial Intelligence,
Machine & Reinforcement Learning, Quantum Computing, Nano technology. The list is so long.

There is nothing that remains untouched by Mathematics imagine even 'Music' or our 'Culture' per-se.

It was really a pleasure communicating to almost 100+ faculties and research scholars on the D Day, where |
shared my understanding, vision, desirability, challenges and constraints of R&D in both the 'pure' and 'applied'
Mathematics (though the boundary between the two has no longer remained as evidenced from the publications in
even 'Nature').
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